
2015 Annual 
Celebration 
Edition



There is a fascinating example in Acts 16:6-9 of how the Holy Spirit guided Paul and 
his fellow missionaries. The Holy Spirit kept them from preaching in Asia. The Spirit 
of Jesus would not allow them to enter Bithynia. As they continued on to Troas, 
Paul had a vision in the night of a “man of Macedonia” begging him to “Come… 

and help us.”  Paul shared his vision with his companions and Luke records, “we got ready 
at once… concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.”

Luke’s use of “we” and “us” makes it clear that they understood the Macedonian call was 
for all of them.  The Holy Spirit guided them by closing some doors and opening others.  
The Holy Spirit guided them individually and as a team.  Now they would all focus their 
attention on Macedonia.

Our DBA staff team has made a similar conclusion about the Holy Spirit’s guidance for the 
next year. We have observed some areas where God’s work is evident here in Dallas.  We 
have prayed together and discussed how the Holy Spirit was leading us individually and as a team.  As a result, we have 
identified five areas that we believe the Holy Spirit is calling us to give major emphasis to this year. We are calling them 
Focus Initiatives: 

Unreached People Groups – Sharing the Gospel with the world at our doorstep (Acts 1:8).

Multiplying Discipleship – Making disciples who make disciples (2 Timothy 2:2).

Missional Training – Equipping every Christ follower to be a missionary (Matthew 28:18-20).

Orphans/Vulnerable Children – Obeying God’s command to care for our orphans and the most  
vulnerable children (James 1:27).

Hunger – Following Christ’s calling to feel the hungry (Matthew 25:35).

You will find in this magazine some information about each of these Focus Initiatives and ways that your church can be 
involved. Our staff team is excited about how we see God at work in these areas, and we look forward to being part of 
what God will do this next year. I hope you will join us in these Focus Initiatives as we answer the call.

 In Christ,

 Bob Dean

ANSWER THE CALL!
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The DBA staff team desires to practice the centrality of the Spirit’s guidance and empowerment in everything we say, do 
or promote. We want to respond fully as God prompts us to begin or deepen relationships with under-involved churches, 
pastors, church leaders, and others in our cities who share our God-given mission.
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Meet Metem
I want to introduce you to Metem Haxhiu, a recent immigrant from Kosovo. Culturally, he is Albanian.  
Religiously, he is a folk Muslim.  Like many Kosovar immigrants living in Dallas, he works in a pizza 
restaurant owned by his family members.  A young man in his twenties, Metem looks forward to 
returning home to Kosovo soon to secure a wife.  Because of strong cultural traditions concerning 

marriage, there are no suitable brides to be found for him locally.  

Metem considers the United States to be a “Christian nation.” He is not sure what that means.  No one has ever explained the Gospel to 
him, so he assumes everything he sees in American culture reflects what Christians believe and practice.  He is not impressed.  So, he 
keeps his distance, clings to his family, his culture, his language and his religious beliefs.  He remains a member of one of the more than 
450 unreached people groups who call Dallas, Texas, their home.       

More than 500 people per day are moving into the DFW Metroplex.  Of this number, approximately 70 percent 
are foreign-born, just like Metem.  Most of these new residents are not evangelical believers in Jesus Christ, 
and therefore must be presumed lost.  In a very real sense, the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex has become an 
international mission field.  God is calling us to reach out to them in the Name of Jesus Christ.

Who are these unreached people groups?  Where do they live in the Metroplex?  What is our responsibility to 
them?  It would be intolerable to ignore them.  It would be unconscionable to fail to evangelize them.  Jesus was 
talking about people like Metem when He told His followers that they were to “make disciples of all nations” 
(Matthew 28:19).   

How Can We Answer the Call?
Your church can answer the call to identify, engage and evangelize every unreached people group in Dallas and 
Rockwall Counties.  Getting started is easy. As you gain more understanding and competence in reaching out to 
unreached peoples, you can increase your involvement.  Below is a three-stage process for reaching the mission field at your doorstep: 

1. Entry Stage – Pray for an unreached people group living in the Metroplex. Call or email the DBA office for the names of unreached 
people groups living in your neighborhood.  Pick one that intrigues you, and pray for them on a daily basis.  Or, join in one of the several 
people group census events that will take place in 2016.

2. Intermediate Stage – Research and connect with specific people groups and identify persons of peace through occasional 
ministries and casual but intentional relationship building.  Training will be provided this fall and next spring to assist you in this.

3. Advanced Stage – Adopt an unreached people group and trust God to show you how to evangelize and establish a church among 
them.  Again, DBA will provide you with the training you need.

 Before Jesus ascended to Heaven, He said to His disciples, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14). Join us as we share the gospel with all the nations living in Dallas!

Our Vision: God expanding His Kingdom through multiplying disciples, 
ministries, and churches throughout Dallas and Rockwall Counties.

Our Mission: Dallas Baptist Association exists to assist our churches 
in fulfilling the Great Commission of making disciples of all nations 
(Matthew 28:18-20).

Our Values: We value the Bible, the autonomy of our churches, 
cooperation, and diversity.

Our Strategies: Prayer, starting churches, strengthening churches, 
connecting churches
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More than 500 
people per day 
are moving 
into the DFW 
Metroplex.  
Of this number, 
approximately 
70 percent are 
foreign-born.

Focus Initiative:
Unreached 
People Groups
Tim Ahlen, Consultant
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Disciples. Not converts.
“Therefore go and make disciples” (Matthew 28:19). Not “make converts.”  Not “plant churches.”  
Disciples. Students.  Followers.  Though we might use different words, we can probably agree that a 
disciple is someone who continually seeks to respond to Jesus’s leading, including his prompting to 
make other disciples. We are to make disciples that make disciples.

While Jesus makes our goal clear, the way to reach that goal can feel confusing and burdensome to some believers.  In response, DBA has 
clarified our focus to include helping church leaders with this most important job of fostering “multiplying discipleship.”  

Check the web, a bookstore or curriculum catalogs. You will find more options for encouraging discipleship than 
you can sort through.  However, the DBA staff suggests four or five models that we think might be helpful.  But 
more important than the models are the characteristics of discipleship that they share.  Simple.  Life-changing.  
Well-rounded.  Easy to copy.

The discipleship process itself can be easy to learn. Simple discipleship focuses on the word of God and avoids 
extraneous theory.  This makes it easy for a new or experienced believer to grow throughout the week, not just in 
Sunday School or at church.  Additionally, if the process is simple, meaningful groups can also form that do not 
require extensive time or training to lead. Simplicity, therefore, makes it easier to multiply disciples.

Though simple, true discipleship is not “simplistic.” Good discipleship focuses much more on the hard work of 
actually responding to God with real actions instead of simply knowing more stuff.  Over time, disciples’ lives and 
neighborhoods can and should be changed by Jesus’s influence.  As a bonus, these results often lead to genuine 
curiosity and goodwill from those not yet following Jesus.  Great opportunities to talk about Jesus can come from 
that, and lead to more Christ-followers.

So discipleship should be well-rounded, wholistic.  Jesus should affect every area of our lives, not just our 
“spiritual lives” or our church activities. Healthy discipleship involves growing in our personal relationship with God 
(up), with each other inside our group or church (in), and with those not yet in faith (out).   

How Can We Answer the Call?
With multiplying discipleship as one of our five focus initiatives, DBA is committed to helping church leaders discover ways God can create 
and multiply disciples throughout their congregations and communities. Perhaps working with a single disciple through mentoring or 
coaching would be a good entry point.  But often, a small group of disciples seeking to hear from the Spirit and serve others together can be 
encouraging and transformative.  And ultimately, a group of disciples who learn, serve, minister and even worship together might become a 
simple church or the seed of a larger stand-alone new church plant!

We are all missionaries.
Dallas Baptist Association defines missional training as “equipping every Christ 
follower to be a missionary.” Equipping Christ followers to be missionaries 
involves four key areas: praying, learning, serving, and discipling.

How Can We Answer the Call?
Each of these four areas has entry, intermediate and advanced levels of opportunities. The entry level focuses on a 
one-time learning experience or a “how to” learning activity. An example of an entry-level missional learning activity is prayer-walking in your 
community. The intermediate level involves pastors, church staff, and key church leaders in a one-day service project or short-term learning 
group. One example of this kind of activity is facilitating a group to study a discipleship guide such as Missional Essentials together. The 
advanced level for missional training involves a longer-term direct service or a hands-on project for a church or an individual. An example of an 
advanced activity would be training church leaders to begin quickly-multiplying, relational groups with non-believers who want to know more 
about following Jesus.  

God has called and commissioned every Christian to be a missionary. Throughout the year, DBA will offer conferences, meetings, calls to 
prayer, and service projects to equip our churches to be salt and light in places of spiritual darkness and material need in Dallas.

Wherever 
your church 
is in “making 
disciples that 
make disciples,” 
let DBA come 
alongside you 
to encourage, 
share what we 
have seen be 
useful in other 
places, and  
learn from  
what God is 
showing you.

God has 
called and 
commissioned 
every Christian 
to be a 
missionary.

Focus Initiative:
Multiplying 
Discipleship
Scott Coleman, Director,  
Church Planting

Focus Initiative:
Missional 
Training
Bobby Martin, Director, 
Leadership Development
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We were once orphans.
We were alone, desperate, separated from our Father, and completely unable to save ourselves. 
However, God did not forget us. He heard our cries and reached down to rescue us.  He made us His 
sons and daughters. Now it is our turn to listen to the Father’s call to care for vulnerable children 
and hear the cries of the orphan. As rescued ones, we cannot abandon the most vulnerable ones 
in their time of need.  Not everyone feels called to foster or adopt, but 
everyone can do something.  Churches can respond by meeting one-time 

needs, caring for those on the front lines, and being champions for children.

How Can We Answer the Call?
Meeting One-Time Needs. Meeting needs often begins with raising awareness. People cannot address 
situations of which they are unaware. Hosting an Orphan Sunday, signing up for monthly e-mails regarding 
needs in your area, and participating in various advocacy events can help churches answer the call to action. 

After raising awareness, meeting material needs is a simple next step. Children often leave their abusive 
situations without any extra clothing or personal items. God’s people can respond by hosting supply drives for 
local advocacy centers and resource rooms, collecting everything from toiletries to travel bags. 

Providing Care and Support for Current Foster/Adoptive Families and Workers. Many of our fellow church 
members and neighbors are wholeheartedly answering the call to care for the vulnerable.  These everyday 
heroes are our foster/adoptive parents and agency workers.  The work they do is tough, draining, and often 
thankless.  However, loneliness, feeling overwhelmed, and isolation are the issues often cited for high turnover 
rates.  These are issues that the church body can address.  No one should ever have to answer the call by themselves.  When these 
parents and agency workers stand up for orphans and vulnerable children, they need to have an entire church family standing beside 
them to lift them up, offer support, and shower them with care.  Churches can adopt an agency worker to pray for and encourage and 
wrap around foster/adoptive families in their communities. These families have a myriad of needs that are as diverse as the members of 
your congregation, from certified babysitters and respite providers to meal deliverers and mentors to teach fun new skills (sports, music, 
art, cooking).  Churches can answer the call to care for orphans and vulnerable children by supporting those on the front lines.  

Championing for Vulnerable Children. Many orphaned children will wait years for a family. Some may never realize their dream. However, 
there is hope in the Body of Christ. In Dallas County, 475 children are waiting for a family. If each DBA church were to advocate for just 
one child, there would be no more waiting children in Dallas County. How amazing! God is stirring the hearts of our members towards 
the orphan. Churches can encourage, affirm, and support one another as we join together to care for our children.  

God is the Father to the fatherless. Having received adoption through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we too must follow our Father’s 
footsteps and care for the orphans and most vulnerable children in our city. The needs are great, but so is our God. He will guide us as 
we take the first steps to care for orphans and vulnerable children. How will you answer the call?

Focus Initiative:
Orphans and 
Vulnerable 
Children
Chelsie Hoard, Consultant, 
Family & Community Ministries

In Dallas County, 
475 children are 
waiting for a 
family (Annual 
Report and Data 
Book. Texas 
Department 
of Family and 
Protective 
Services, 2014).
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Mt. Lebanon
Mt. Lebanon Camp is situated on 503 wooded acres in Cedar Hill, Texas. It hosts 
summer camps for children and youth as well as retreats for people of all ages, 
year-round. Churches in good standing with the association receive discounted 
pricing for camp services and may use the camp free-of-charge for one-day staff 
retreats.

Accommodations include air-conditioned lodges, bunkhouses, and motel rooms. 
The Grande Lodge provides a large meeting space and motel rooms conveniently 
under one roof.

Other amenities include adventure elements, swimming pools, a Frisbee golf course, an RV park, and primitive camping spaces.

For more information and reservations, contact the camp at 972-291-7156 or visit www.mtlebanoncamp.com.
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Are there truly hungry people  
in Dallas?
Yes. In Dallas County, 1 in 5 people are food insecure. That means that more than 400,000 of our 
neighbors lack consistent access to healthy food. Food insecurity rates are highest in families headed by 

single mothers and families with annual household incomes of $43,000 or less1.  Although food insecurity is most 
common among families with children, the number of food insecure adults age 50 or older is rising rapidly. Between 
2007 and 2009, the number of hungry seniors increased by 40 percent. 

The consequences of food insecurity are many. Kindergartners who experience food insecurity learn less than their 
peers in school. Elementary school students who are food insecure typically have lower math scores and difficulty 
with peer relationships.  Teens experiencing food insecurity are suspended from school more often than food-secure 
students. Food insecure women are at greater risk for depression.  Sometimes seniors on fixed incomes must 
choose between paying for medications or purchasing healthy food.2

As dreadful as these consequences of hunger are, the most compelling call to action for followers of Jesus is that 
he commands us to feed hungry people:  “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in” (Matthew 25:35). Sharing food with our 
neighbors is not optional.

Moreover, God tells us that feeding the hungry is an act of worship: “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke. . . .Is it not to share your food with the hungry and 
to provide the poor wanderer with shelter?” (Isaiah 58: 6-7). When we worship God by sharing food, shelter, and 
clothing, our “light[s] will break forth like the dawn” and the Lord will hear our own cries for help (Isaiah 58:8).

How Can We Answer the Call?
Feeding hungry people is, therefore, both an act of obedience and worship for the Church. Thankfully, God provides us with many creative 
resources to do this. To start, DBA churches can participate in one-time food drives like the Souper Bowl of Caring, or they can participate 
in a Day of Caring with the VNA’s Meals on Wheels. As God calls people to respond to food insecurity on a more consistent basis, churches 
can provide teams to serve organizations that deliver nutritious food to homebound senior adults and persons with disabilities. They can 
participate in feeding children through a summer meals program, or teach young moms how to cook. Finally, they can provide resources for 
neighbors to grow their own food through community and container gardens. 

Additionally, DBA churches answering the call to improve food security in our city benefit from DBA’s partnership with the Texas Baptist Hunger 
Offering, Dallas Coalition for Hunger Solutions, Movement Day Greater Dallas, and Unite. These collaborative initiatives multiply our impact and 
show us new, innovative approaches to improving access to healthy food. Working together, we can all make significant progress in reducing 
hunger in our city.
1 For a family of four.
2 The North Texas Food Bank provided all the statistics and hunger information for this article. Hunger Facts. http://web.ntfb.org/learn-more/learn-more-about-hunger/hunger-facts#ii 
. Web. 7 July 2015.

Focus Initiative:
Food  
Security
Jana Jackson, Director,  
Family & Community Ministries

Royal Haven 
Baptist Church 
recently began a 
once-a-month food 
distribution ministry 
that serves 15 low-
income families in 
their community. 
Carol Dorman, the 
pastor’s wife, is an 
active member of 
the faith community 
team of the Dallas 
Coalition for  
Hunger Solutions.



JOIN To join DBA, a church must be autonomous, constituted, in doctrinal harmony with other member churches, and 
committed to cooperation with the association to fulfill its mission.  A church that meets these conditions for 

membership is first placed on one year of “watchcare.” Watchcare is a time for the church to get involved in the ministry of the 
association, and for the association to confirm that the membership requirements are met. The membership committee of DBA 
oversees this process and provides periodic orientation times for prospective new churches. Congregations not yet constituted 
may inquire about provisional membership. For more information, call Bobby Martin, 214-319-1153 or email bmartin@dba.net.

GIVE DBA churches are encouraged to give regularly to the association’s operating budget to 
support its day-to-day ministry. In addition, churches may contribute to the Gladys Moore 

Missions Offering, which provides small grants to active DBA churches beginning creative outreach 
ministries. Contributions may be given via mail or online.

SERVE Churches can serve 
the city in the name 

of Jesus through church-to-church 
partnerships, coaching, planting new 
congregations, CityServe service projects, 
and participation on DBA ministry teams 
or committees. Contact any DBA staff 
person for more information or visit  
our website.

PRAY   DBA encourages its churches to join ap4c.com to be part of the city-wide movement to pray for Dallas. In 
addition, the DBA staff meets for prayer every weekday morning at 8:30 a.m. Pastors and other church 

leaders are encouraged to call or email anyone on the DBA staff with your prayer requests. Prayer resources, such as a 
downtown Dallas prayer guide and a guide for praying for our public schools, are available on our website.
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8001 E. R.L. Thornton Freeway, Dallas, TX 75228
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“Like” 
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 Facebook@dbatweets
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Mark Your Calendar
For more information and a complete calendar of DBA events, visit www.dba.net.

Sept. 19, 2015: Weekday Education Mini-Conference at First Baptist Church, Garland.

Sept. 20-22, 2015: Abiding in His Presence Retreat at Mt. Lebanon.

Oct. 1, 2015: Pastors/Wives Fellowship Dinner.

Oct. 18, 2015: DBA Annual Celebration at Park Cities Baptist Church, Dallas.

Nov. 17, 2015: Sabbath Retreat at Mt. Lebanon.

Nov. 17, 2015: 2016 Lifeway VBS Launch at University Baptist Church, Ft. Worth.

Dec. 12, 2015: African American Church Christmas Banquet at DBU.

Jan. 18, 2016: MLK Day of Service, various locations. A Day to Remember for  
senior adults at First Baptist Church, Lancaster.

Feb. 5, 2016: Movement Day Greater Dallas at the Kay Bailey Hutchison Dallas 
Convention Center.

Feb. 13, 2016: Bible Study and Sunday School Conference. 

Feb. 19-20, 2016: Children’s Worship Retreat at Mt. Lebanon.

March 5, 2016: Metroplex Literacy Conference at Dallas Baptist University.


